[Acute alcoholic intoxication in hospital and drunk cell].
There are few epidemiological studies of the care for persons with acute ethanol intoxication. Most of them probable do not get into contact with neither the police nor the health care system. We have studied the files from Romerike Police District and from the Central Hospital of Akershus for the years 1988, 1993, 1998 and 2000, i.e. over a 12-year period. Over these 12 years, the police took care of the vast majority of cases, 2,259 persons compared to the 293 that were admitted to hospital. From 1988 to 2000, there was a 40% reduction in the use of police custody and a 600% increase in the numbers admitted to hospital. Almost all hospital patients were aged 15 to 60 years. Those taken into custody were a slightly younger group; 45% were below 29. The age distribution remained constant throughout the period. Among those taken into custody, only 8% were women, compared to 37% among those hospitalized. There was a steady increase in hospitalized women from 1988 to 2000, especially in the below-20 age group. A marked reduction in the use of police custody took place over this 12-year period. Hospitalization for ethanol intoxication remained constant in men, while there was a dramatic increase in the numbers of women admitted, especially of young women.